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CONFIDENTIAL

HE Mr E O Laird CMG M
Castries . S
1/1

11 January 1974

GRENADA POLITICAL SITUATION

s I have not sent you a situation report on Grenada by telegram
since Tel No 7 becasuse there has not been any significant
change in the balance of the situation between the Govermment and
the Opposition during the past few days: there have been
developments of course but not such as to change the position with

a degree of urgency to Justify telegrams.

2. The move for a general strike has still failed to secure general

nﬂwt but it has not by any means totally collapsed and there 1is
1 & risk of escalation into a general shutdown. The Seamen and

Weterfront Workers' Union are still out which has brought the pnrt to
s standstill and there is some concern at the announcement by
Prinidad oilfield workers of a boycott on oil products cons io
Grenada to which the JLO refers in his report in Port of
r&ll No 10 to FCO. 1If thia boycott proves effective Grenada is

likely to find itself in dif culties over fuel supplies which would
one more facet to the reduction of services with which the

qpp-ﬂ.ﬂnn are seeking to embarrass the Government.
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D The precise pur

. E purpose of thease d .

di a : i §d , emonstrutions, spart from a publ
eplay of opposition to the Government, has nnt'ynt been made —

spec
= ot i g, Bl 3 B, g g B I think it unlikely,
collapse b Lattltrﬂ may hope to rescue their strike movement from
which b-ir3 th racting support through the means of these sarches
of op thgﬁ E issue more openly into the public arena. Lxpression
the 1i isl on has been focussed during this week on eriticisa of
e, bﬂni ative enactments of 3 January which have been dgefied by
woa ﬁ? t?tﬂ“ premises. The opinion peraists in some quarters that
;rgii- jose who have come out so openly into opposition arainst
fail s Airy now have nothing to lose at this late StRge: if they
u in their efforts to dislodge him they may a8 well pack up end
go after independence im four woeks' time. 1¥ is sald that tﬁil
attitude motivates those who are on strike and it is forecset that
those who are on strike now will romain out., 1 am a little doubtful
of thie myself as I do not belleve that the leadership is wholly

convirnced on the strike issue and the workers thempselven are bound %o

feel the pinch financially before long. I1f the demonstrations and
reaction, a8

strike sction fail to provoke the Government into over-
ositlion

they are probably hup::f the latest manifeststions of op
feeling may dbegin to i and it may begin to appear to the workers
thet it is leading nowhere. U= the other hand the situation still
1ly explosive as 1 have commented in my telegrams:

it would only need a brush of violence for example between the
d of demonstrators to br the situation to flash

point, or & heavy-handed over-reaction by airy to cause unions
which have voted against a strike to reverse their votes and come

out in sympathy. There also remains in some quarters &n arrational
t the attainment of

belief that the Opposition can in some way preven
from more than one

independence on 7 February, and 1 have heard
celebrations is likely %o be muted,

source that public response to the
said thet this would amount to a boycott but I

it has even been
jsen view because the mass of the electorate,

jeularly outside 5% George's, are still sup orters of the
er and 1 think he will take good care that
of celebrations.

at here, for the record, the outline details
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v N AND THEIR SU TERS IH COMMITTEE OF 22 HAVE BEEN TRY NG
HARD, PREVIQUSLY N JT SUCCESS, 1O BRING O THER UNIONS OUT T0 -
JOIN THOSE ALREADRY ON STRIKE. ACTION BY TAWU AT THIS TIME IS A
DAMAG NG GLUN } THE VERNMENT, BUT GAIRY’S PROVOCATIVE OVER-
REACTIUN COULD LEAD TO SERICUS GUTBREAKS OF VIOLENCE, PARTICULARLY

IN ST GEORGE*S AND URBAN AREAS.
. AR PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE | RECOMMEND THAT SNOW| BE ASKED T0
ARRANGE FGR NEAREST AM A\ILABLE HM SHIP TO STEAM TOWARDS GREVWADA

AND REMAINR HULL DUWN DEXDING DEVELOPMENTS.
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CONF IDENTI AL / 7N
”f IMMEDIATE FCO TELNO 39 OF 22 JAN INFO IMMEDIATE PURT

BRIDGETOWN SMOMW1 AND PRIORITY ST VINCENT,

GRENADA.

1. FOLLOWING SITREP 1S BASED ON REPORT FROM BAKER IN ST GEORGE'S

AT R21508L.

(A) THERE WAS CONS|DBERABLE LOOTING IN ST GEORGE’S AND THE OUTSKIRTS
CURING THE NIGHT MAINLY OF FOOD SHOPS. THERE WAS ALSO SOME
SHOOTING.  ARMED OPPOSITION GANGS ARE REPORTED TO HAVI SET UP
COAD BLOGKS ON SOME OF THE ROADS OUTSIDE ST GEGRGE'S. THE DEPUTY
PREMIER, PREUDHOMME, ESCAPED FROM ONE YESTERDAY WITH MINOR

JURIES., RUPERT B)SHOP (FATHER OF HJM LEADER MAURICE BISHOP)

JAS SHOT AND KILLED IN YESTERDAY'S CLASH. GREMADIAN JOURNAL ST
FLISTAIR HUGHES WAS BEATEN UP.

(1;) RE~-EMBODIED POLICE AIDES (SUME SOURCES SAY THEY ARE 1680

MP OUT
QUELL
LL PRES SENT

STROHG) APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN GIVEN A FREE HAUD TO STAM

IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE THEY ARE L{iKELY 10
"-Hnr'“ ‘tr hUT LLfLu‘T" THﬁl-l TI}ET IA"I" rL
NTINUE TO PAY OFF oLD SCORES.

OPPOSITION,.
WPOSITION ACTIVITY
SERIOUS PROBLEMS AS THEY CO
(C) TOURISTS ARE w0W LEAVING THE {SLARD (DETAILS LATER).

() SO FAR AS WE KHOW, NO MEVBER OF BRITISH COMMUNITY HAS BEER
IAYOLVED I ANY {NCI1DENT. THEY ARE FEPORTED TO BE AHXIOUS BUT I

GAOD HEART.
(E) AT BARER’S REOUEST | HAVE ASKED syowl TO AGREE THAT L1AISCH

OFF{CER FROW BACCHANTE (O Vi1S1T TO GRENALA N CUHHECTIDH HITH _

C{UBEPERDIRCE CELEBRATIONS) STAY ON TU ASSIST. | HAvE Agau %
DAY TO TRY AND ESTABLISH mnfpgumﬂ gm‘_;&--; b

MARSH TO GREWADA TO =
. ANK WATH ST VINCENT AND CASTRIES. B L T
- aﬁ:{m o AKER 18 SEEING PREMIER THIS MORM IG AND | g BE W

' “ J%ﬂwﬁcn by Wi M:AIH AT 1430 HOURS LOGAL. TIMEs 1,1 ; :
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10 PRIGhiT"l" F C O TELNO.252 OF 93 JJ‘;I‘.U,&HW’HI—O ST VINCENT

CASTRIES NASSAU SNOWI PORT OF SPAIN BRIDGETOWN,
E SITUATION IN GRENADA.

1. WE ARE KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT ON THIS AND o
HAVE PASSED ON THE GIST OF PARAGRAPH 1 OF SNOWI’S TELEGRAM WICOS #1. _f
STATE DEPARTMENT WERE AWARE OF BACCHANTE'S MOVEMENTS (PARAGRAPH 35
) D

2e THEIR LATEST REPORTS = PARTLY BASED ON MESSAGES TELEPHOMED OUT
BY ONE LESLIE SECN TO BARBADOS ARE:

(A) THERE HAVE BEEN TWO CONFIRMED DEATHS (ONE BEING RUPERT BISHOR). |
THERE IS QUOTE A LOT OF FIGHTING UNQUOTE. 5
(B) THE ROAD FROM THE AIRPORT TO ST GEORGES HAS BEEN CUT BUT THE

AIRPORT ITSELF IS STiLL FUNCTIONING,

(C) ESSENTIAL SERVICES HAVE JOINED THE STRIKE.

3, ON THE OIL SITUATION STATE DEPT. UNDERSTAND THAT A FRIEND OF

GAIRY’S, PETER OTLEY, A GRENADAN TRADE UNION LEADER BASED IN NEW kit
YORK, HAS CONTACTED PINDLING It HASSAU (WHOM HE KNOWS WELL) AND i
ASKED THAT OIL BE SENT FROM THE REFINERY THERE., IT 1S NOT KHORN

WHAT HAS HAPPENED OR IF OIL WERE SENT, HOW IT WOULD BE LANDED.

4, GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD CCPY ALL RELEVANT TELEGRAMS TO US IN & 3
v1Ew OF ACTIVE STATE DEPARTMENT IUTEREST, PARTICULARLY RELATING TO ;;;}:
MEASURES THAT MIGHT BE ADOPTED IF A MORE SERIOUS INTERNAL SECURITY i

S JTUATION DEVELOPS,
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E'Eﬂﬂ of D811 I Qur reference

inistry of Defe 9
MB7358 Ay G Dute
TR, K 22 January 1974

GRENALF = HMS BACCHANTE

1. You will have seen tel no 36 of 21 January from the British
Government Hepresentative, Castries (copy enclosed).

2., In view of the situation in Grenada, we consider that we
should accept the BGR's recommendation in paragraph 2 of his
telegram. We should be grateful, therefore, if HI'5 Bacchante
could be ordered as soon as possible to the vicinity of Grenada,
where she should remain beyond the horizon. Perhaps we could
agreelmeanuhile, exactly how far away this should be.

3, Ve understand, however, that you would prefer HMS Bacchante to
proceed to Port of Spain first to refuel. Ve accept this,
provided she proceeds, immediately after refuelling, to the
vicinity of Grenada, znd subject to the suggested review before

she completes her refuelling.

., If the situation in Grenada deteriorates further, the
following steps mirht be called for:

2. on specific Ministerial authority, HMS Bacchante *’“PF""'“‘&?F -
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CONFIDENTI AL
DESKBY FCO 2429007
O IMMEDIATE FCO FELNO 46 OF 23 JANUARY/INFO |MMEDJATE SHOVI AND
PRIORITY ST VINZENT PORT OF SPAIN BRIDGETOWN.
YOUR TELNO 37¢ GRENADA, %
1. YOUR PARA 2, W4E RECOMMEND THAT BACCHANTE SHOULD PROCEED TO
GRENADA AREA (SAY 2 HOURS STEAMING OFF SHORE).

" o. YOUR PARA 3. PRESENCE OF BACCHANTE IN THE PORT COULD WELL BE

-

INTERPRETED BY GAIRY AS VISIPLE EXPRESSION OF HMG’S SUPPORT FOR

HIS GOVERNMENT AND MIGHT ENCOURAGE HIM TO BELIEVE THAT ANY PHYSICAL -
ASSISTANGE HE MIGHT REQUIRE WOULD BE FORTHCOMING. OPPONENTS  OF

THE GOVERNMENT WOULD BE LIKELY TO SEE HER PRESENCE AS A DIRECT

HIDICATION OF HMG'S WILL INGNESS TO INTERVENE [N SUPPORT OF GAIRY. i
& DO NOT RECOMMEND THEREFORE THAT DACCHANTE SHOULD APPEAR AT A

ST GEORGE'S AT THIS JURNCTURE. - .

o

LAIRD
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O TMMEDIATE CASTRIES TELFGRAM WM

IR A1 OF 24 JASUARY 1974, INFO
PRIORITY ST, VINCENT,

PORT OF SPAlN, ERIDGETOWN AND SHOWI.

YOUR TELNO AG 4 GRENADA 3 MMS DACCMANTE,
IN VIEW OF LATEST SITREP WE THINK 1T
BUCCHANTE TO PROCEED TO PORY OF SPAln AT THIS STAGE AND TO REMAIN
TERE AT FOUR HOURS NOTICE TO SAIL. SHE SHOULD ARRIVE PORT OF
SPAIN AT PA/Ppool, WE VILL REVIEW THF SITUATION BEFORE THE WEEXEND,

FEICIERTY FOR

2. WE HAVE ASKED MOD TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS ACCORDINGLY,

POUGL AS=HOME
mmum DISTRIBUTION ADDI TIONAL DISTRIBUTION
CARIBBEAN D 01 STURBANCES A

R e “. CﬂplES Tﬂ';
-.--“!. '3 ""'.‘r .
%“ ﬂ_.ﬁr nrl’fl 1-"‘! ‘:'i '!' L"




LI sl

i

iRa 6% RESTRICTED \ - 11 )
1 R
LA N i i f 4
PRty I|I . 154 .\
YEHER CAT A ) '.
T y n
| DRIDAETOWN 23/20102 _. -,
RESTRICTED KN#‘ 3 Il'
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INFQ TQ CASTRIES VINCENT PORT OF SPAIN BHOWI AND WHARMINGT ON
WARMLA ON TELRO 252 OF 23 JANUARYS
ITUATION IN GREMNADA,
\ A\ KEEDING 1N CLOSE TOUCH WITH TH US EMBASHY
L]
\ AND KAVE PASSED TO TH THE GI18T OF REPORTS
3 QRENADA OQVER THE PAST WEEK,
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PRIORITY [ Recawed 1 |
CYPHER CAT A | REGIaE
|

Fi1 BRIDGETOWN 23/20107 | |
RESTRICTED

TO PRICRITY FCoO TELNO 19
INFO TO CASTRIES §

23 JANUARY 1974

WASHINGTON TELNO 292 OF 23 JANUARY s

SITUATION IN GREMADA.

Y WE HAVE BEEN KEEPING IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH TH US EMBASSY
‘W BRIDGETOWN AND HAVE PASSED TO THEM THE GIST OF REPORTS
FROM GRENADA OVER THE PAST WEEK,

e» A MEMBER OF THE US EMBASSY STAFF, MOOSE, IS GOING TO
GRENADA TOMORROW TO KEEP AN EYE ON AMY PROBLEMS FOR US
CITIZENS AND WILL BE CONTACTING BAKER,

ROBERTS '
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LIVIL SERVANTS WOULD

Be REALLY

ATRIATES AND GRENADIANS ALIKE HAD GOT OU1

- il A

N THE FEW PEOPLE NOW IN THE HOL)DAY INM WERE MOSTLY

THERE FOR FOOD AND SAFETY. THE

SIDEMTS WHO HAD GONE
TOOK MUCH THE SAME LIRE. THE ASO THOUGHT WE MIGHT WELL

JATE THE 169 OR SO REMAINING BRITISH SUERJECTS PLUS A

J &0

A Y
[;,':;u;rwﬁ (DETAILED FIGURES ARE 1l MIFT).
5, AGAINST THAT BACKGRQUND GAIRY?S VIEWS ON THE INDEFENDENCE
CEREMOHIES ARL NIFFICULT TD UNDERSTAND,
3|BLE FOR ME IN A FEW HOURS TO COME TO ANY
:

&. 1T WAS IMPOSS
KIND OF CONCLUSION, ANYTHING MIGHT HAFFEN, BUY STILL THINK XE
NUST GO ALONG WITH GAIRY AS MUCH AS WE CAN,
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1O FLASH CASTRIES TELNC 55 GF 26 JAKUARY 74 INFO | MMEDIATE
3Ts VINCENT, PORT OF SPAIN ARTSHGWI, INFO PRIORITY BRIDGETOWN,

i
¥

YOWL"3 2593372 TO BACCHARTE (RPTL TO YOU).,
(RENADA

MOWL* 3 ARMY STAFE OFFICER (APFARELTLY I ENADA] HAS ASSESSED
THAT THREAT EXI1S3T3 TO SAFETY OF U K PATRIALS IN CRENADA,

. SNOMI IN MIS SIGNAL URDER REFERENCE HAS ORDERED BACCHANTE TO
LEAVE PORT OF SPAIN AT 2612082 TO TAKE UP POSITION 2 HOURS OFF
GRENADA NOT CLOSER THAN 35 MILES.

2. SKO4l HAS AL30 ASKED MOBUK FOR COMTINMCEMT AUTHORITY BY
26140CZ TO MOVE EBACCHANTE INSHORE GREWADA AkD 1F NECESSARY LAND

PARTIES IF D B G R SO RECOMMENDS. WE WOULD NEED MINISTERI AL AUTHORITY

m SUCH caﬁnhcem | K3TRUCTIONS.

.
»

gﬁBﬁIEFUL.FOR YOUR |MHED] ATE COMMENLTS AKD YQUR ASSESSMENT OF
Tﬂ U x PATR!ALJ. LhTEST 3| TREP WE HAVE IS nm ﬂmsz
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FLASH FCO TELNG 59 OF 26 JAN IHFO IMMEDIATE PORT OF SPAIN
SNUWL AND SAVING ST VINGENT AND BRIDGETOWN,
YOUR TELNQ 551 GRENADA,
1. LIVIRG CONDITIONS SEEM TO BE DETERIORATING FAIRLY RAPIDLY,
MANAGER HOLIDAY INN SAYS HE HAS ONLY ONE WEFK’S SUPPLY OF OIL
FOR HIS STANDAY GENERATOR WHICH PRODUCES ELECTRICITY FOR HIS COLD
STORES AND A FEW LIGMTS. THERE IS FUEL IN OIL COMPANY'’S STORAGE

-

— 2
A e g

TANKS BUT THERE 1S NO ELECTRICITY TO WORK PuMP TO GET IT OUT. :” 3
2. | WAS TOLD BY DBGR YESTERDAY THAT REASOH WHY THREATENED ATTACK * 3
ON PCLICE AND RADIO STATIONS NIGHT 23/24 DID NOT COME OFF MAY HAVE 1 3
REEN BECAUSE NJM RECKONED THEY HAD NOT GOT ENOCUGH WEAPONS. : | ﬁ
GAIRY TOLD ME ATTACK WAS CALLED OFF FOLLOWING HIS RADIO APPEAL jf -é
YO WIVES AND CHILDREN TO STOP THEIR MENFOLK FROM RISKING THEIR LIVES ' A
UNNECESSARILY. SLO HAS INFORMATICN THAT NJM ARE COLLECTING ARHS - “i}
AND MAY ATTACK POLICE HEADQUARTERS NIGHT 26/27. htes
3. | REGRET | CANNOT ASSESS WITH ANY ACCURACY THE RELIABILITY X

OF THIS CONFLICTING INFORMATION, | MUST ADD HOWEVER THAT IT &
SEEMED TO ME FROM AN HOUR’S COHVERSATION WITH HIM YESTERDAY THAT 28

GAIRY WAS LIVING 1IN A WORLD OF HIS OWH, 'ﬁz

& PARA 3 OF TEL UNDER REFERENCE. IN MY VIEW IT WOULD BE A
SERIQUS MISTAKE TO MOVE BACCHANTE INSHORE, MUCH LESS LAND PARTIES,
WITHOUT PRIOR CONSULTATIGN MITH GAIRY, WE KNOW FROM HIS REACTION
g T0 THE CANCELLATION OF THR'’S VISIT THAT HE WILL MEED MOST CAREFUL
VAR ES TO AN EVACUATION, IF WE EVACUATE FEOUPLE

8 HANDLING IF 1T EVER CCM
. i KEY POSTS PREMATURELY VE SHALL BE CONTRIBUTING MATERIALLY TO

FURTHER DETERIURATION IN THE SITUATION. b
| <|DER THAT IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES THERE 1S A
B AL THREAT TO THE LIVES OF UK PATRIALS IN GRENADAs & 0
:,;¥%§Eﬁ$£ SH;p-HlB-CAR—LDAHS OF ]TS PASSENGERS ASHORE EIGHngﬁiﬁEiﬁlﬁﬁiiﬂﬂ;
*’~ 1 WAS IN ST GEORGE'S YESTERDAY. % * _-
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rr
6. | AGREE THAT IF THE NJM WERE TO MAKE A DETERMINED ATTEMPT TO
TAKE OVER POLICE WEADQUARTERS: THIS COULD LEAD TO A NEAR BREAKDOWN COKF ¥ 2%
OF LAW AND ORDER WHETHER THEY WERE SUCCESSFUL OR KOT. 10 SUCH ¥
‘ AN EVENT | WOULD EXPECT THE DBGR TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION FRANKLY i
WITH GAIRY AND REPORT TO ME, IN EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES | G5 <E
1q WOULD, OF CCURSE, WAVE TO ALLOW THE DBGR TO USE HIS DISCRETION, n
1 T
AlLRD .—".E:I."-;-t'
7 .E'
T LT ™
N
_“.r::ii,:l-'.
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Attached ig n Special Assessment prepared Yy the Latin fmericen and
" {‘: 4 J 2 b .
| : \ribboan Current Intell ipunce Uroup on FRIDAY 25 JANUARY 1974.

)
‘-L‘r | : Signed B 0 WHITE

Deputy Chairman
Current Intelligence Grouns

i Cabinet Office
5 25 Janvary 1974

DISTRIBUTION

JIC(A)(Special Assessment)

lir C Meyer, US Eubassy

Mr A D Small, Canadian High Commission
Hr C A Bdwards, Australia House

Mir R F Bhallcrass, New Zealand House
Mr J W D Margetson

And telegraphed to -

CIA(Washington) and Associates, JIC(L) Rep Washington, IAC Ottawa and
Associates, BHC Ottawa, Ams(li,sam.m, ACOS(I) SHAPE, ond comclusions only
to DGR Coactriee, IBGR St Vincent and SNOWI.

And sent Ly bag to ~

JIC(L) Rep Canberra, UK Mission to UN New York, UK Del NATO, UK 31 Rep
Brussels, JIO(Aust), JIC(NZ), BHCs Bridgetown, Port of Spain, BOR
Castries, DBGR St Vincent and SNOWI.
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Public gatherings, including the funeral of the father cof & nior New Javel

Hovemaent (NJM) officicl killed during the disorders on 21 January, hove puassec of'f
vithout ineident, There was, hovever, considersble looting of £hops in 8t. Goorge’ :
at the beginning of the.weck.

2a lﬂlu strikes hove continued to prevent the port and most of the public
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3 3 - o2 ite dmmadiate commitments. This may res ult in 3
EC #1 million next week to meet its lmmediave comnitment 3 .
| . : . ST o ollers) not belng
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L. The moderate opposition 2pDes
the timec being.
not yet known to have used firenrus or explosives (whizh

violent incidentis, &re | I |
nor have there been, SO {ar as we ynow, any attempts to f

we believe ihey posses: ¥
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1 L held a meeting this morning to consider the present
situation in Grenada. The likelihood is that lMr Gairy will weather

018 present difficulties and thet it will be possible to hand over

Ll

our responsibilities as planned on '/ February. But there are

clearly other possibilities for which we must be prepared.
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e 1 recommend that you write to your VOF colleagues on the lines

.. of the attached draft letter. This will put them on notice that

we may have some difficult decisions to take and will secure their
agreement for any action which may suddenly become necessary to

protect British belongers. I have arranged for our people in the

Associated States to send up to date figures about tne British
community and tn.enﬂurakhat the contingency plans are in good
order.

5w I am considering separately:-

(a) how we should respond to urenada's request for tinancial
assistance;

N R PO T

(b) whether there would be any merit in issuing a statement to
the effect that we do not intend to intervene in the
Grenada internal situation (this depends on an assessment of
the demonstrators' motives, which I have commissioned).

33{1 Finally, I am arranging for a draft Bill to be put on the ﬁt#ql%
.uulﬁ;-; t if necesgary we can prevent Grenada becoming independent
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" on 7 February. This would be a pretty desperate measure and I am
| 1y not advocating it at the present time. ‘he drafting wi’
e : /Bill




Bill is purely
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contingency measure so that one of our options
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18 NOt closed by lack of time.

c2 January 1994
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CABINET CM(74) 6
MEETING to be held at 10 Downing Street on PR
ﬁ THURSDAY 31 JANUARY 1974
1 at 10. 30 am
2 | AGENDA
s | i PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS
1
i
# -3 FOREIGN AFFAIRS
|
| 3, EUROPEAN COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
4. INDUSTRIA L AFFAIRS
g SUPPLEMEN TARY BENEFIT FOR STRIKERS' FAMILIES

Memorandum by the Secretary of State for Social Services
CP(74) 7 - already circulated

6. HOME OWNERSHIP AND HOUSEBUILDING

Memorandum by the Secretary of State for the Environment
CP(74) 6 - already circulated

Signed JOHN HUNT

Cabinet Office

30 January 1974

NOTE: The following have been invited to attend -
At 10,30 am Mz Atking
10'35 Mr Mﬂr}' For Items 2 and 3
CONFIDENTIAL
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for the Salvation Army



CABINET 31 JANUARY 1974
GRENADA: BSPEAKING NOTE FOR MR AMERY

There have been no reports of violent demonstrations over
the last few days although there has been some looting of shops.
The situation remains tense and any incident, planned or unplanned,
could start further disorders.
2. Electricity, telephones and telex services are still cut off.
The airport is operating although some ground staff are on strike.
Imported foods are short. ©Some hotels are closed. No threat has
yvet been reported to the gafety of the British community although
a number, mainly women and children, have left for nearby
territories. But the situation does not justify us in issuing
official advice to British nationals to leave the island.
%z, At the Defence and Oversea Policy Committee on 30 January it
was agreed that, if necessary, we would have to intervene to
tect ﬁnﬂ.avﬂnuata British and friendly nationads but that we |

pro
thn;d_nagggg any request from the Premier, lir Gairy, for HM Forces of
3ﬁg;ff i ?ai?il power. If there were to be a cumplata hrankﬁuun
o nme uld have to consider at the time uhﬂhm ’Qﬂr
e " :_ ".: lt
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will be a constitutional authority to which we can transfer

power on 7 February. We are considering urgently the provision

of financial assistance from the aid allocation to tide Grenada

over the present difficulties.

- b

--._._.ui..l Nl

for the Savation Aroy




