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Ll 'orelgn and Commonwealth Secretary's paper {rhv main
recommendantions o hich are summarised at the end of paragraph ]'1]|
LY been circulnted in r DOoONae O vOour T I'!Il-"-I for a review ol our
COITimi el in the Garibbean, I'h e |-'J:_.I|! of the Annex 1‘(‘”_{"(:'1,-‘- ik
L0 t.|-|| Lv .'|II I:’ L1y £l ||Jl‘ ] @ i ||i'|'||'|ll|-:.\.I Iir||l':lli,;._rl|"! U'IL |]||..I".-|j.'|.- 1E8UEes A 2
|III|1|-||'|||I._||-L i || LY .
a0 lar asa our political and |'r|]!]f.-'l.I"J-.' commilitments are ['Dll'li'_‘l:_."l'l‘llli"d,
the position 1s complicated by the propensity of the Caribbean to erupt into

ituations in which we are called on to take action which is usually rapid,
pnometimes unpopular (in terms of world Upininn] and often {,15 in the case
of Angullla) expensive, When these problems occur, they tend to obscure
the general picture, which, as indicated in the Foreign and Commonwealth
Secretary's paper, is one of progressive disengagement so far as the
independent Commonwealth countries are concerned and, as regards
the Associated States and dependent territories, consists of a series =
of embarrassing, inescapable, but essentially small-scale, commitments.

. Apart from the Anguilla affair (though it is admittedly a large
exception) we have latterly been able to discharge our residual political
and military commitments in the Commonwealth Caribbean economically

an regards both manpower and expenditure, QOur physical military

presence s already very modest and will soon, on the assumption of

a solution to the Anguilla problem, be still further reduced. Assuming

the early Independence of British Honduras and the Bahamas, we shall
then have divested ourselves of the remaining major territories and,

therefore, our main political and defence burden in the Caribbean, since

T
e i

we shall no longer have any political or defence commitments as regards
the Independent Commonwealth countries, We shall still have to reckon
with the risk that the residual dependent territories and the Associated
States will run into occasional minor internal crises. These, however,
are unlikely to lead to serious trouble or embarrassment, provided that
W i=

| (a) maintain & minimal naval presence to enable us to defuse potentially

dangerous situations; and

{l}} make clear to the Associated States our unwillingness to engage in

any more "Anguillas' on their behalf,
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s Within tl : | : - 1 i
. . eése clear limitations we can ||f~]|::- maintain the _LT,{'.'I'IF‘T'-‘i

stability of the ¢ ommonwealth Caribbean, which 18 of importance to both
ourselves and the United Stat g, at a relatively modest military and political
cOst. [0 accelerate the present rate of disengagement would probably
endanger the stability which we seek to preserve. But the process rmust
continue; and although, as the paper points out, the United States continue
to look to us to assure the stability of the area, we should not lose sight ol
| the possibility of inducing them (together with C inada) to take a larger share
! 'IHI' responsibility for its affairs.
- JTurning to the economic side, wé have a .;'.lpitiil investment in the
Caribbean, which mav be at risk from nationalisation, of at least £250 million.
This figure is comparable with our present estimate of British c.‘lpiiﬂl
investment in India (about £300 million) and would probably be lar ger
if it were possible to include figures for banking, insurance and the oil
industry, all of which are, of course, particularly vulnerable to the risk
/ of internal disaffection. And Trinidad is a source of oil which might be
very important to us if Middle Eastern supplies were interrupted. The

area absorbs 11 per cent of our total exports; and, although our share

of the market is falling, our exports are increasing, We have a surplus

&1

(£27 million) on current account on visible trade; and we earn £20 million
per annum on invisibles. As against this, we provide direct aid to the area
to the tune of £15 million; and the special arrangements for imports of sugar
and bananas cost our balance of payments a further £10 million, Whether,

taking into account our direct and indirect expenditure on aid, our economic

relations with the area result in a net profit or a net loss is, as always,
difficult to say, Probably (although the Ministers concerned would be
reluctant to commit themselves on this) we just about break even. But,
whatever the balance sheet may show, it is doubtful whether, even if other

considerations than purely economic ones were to be disregarded, we should

be justified in concluding that our interests would be best served by cutting our
losses and pulling out. And, clearly, other considerations are relevant. Our
economic interests in the area (if we want to keep them) require stability. So
do our (and the Americans') very considerable political and strategic interests.
Any sudden and drastic shedding of our commitment would be likely to result in
widespread unemployment and unrest; and we would have difficulty in inducing

anyone else to take our burden on. In the long term, we should clearly do

e

——

what we can ta reduce the dependence of the area on sugar and bananas by

encouraging diver sification, even though previous efforts in this direction

have not been very successful, A greater degree of self-sufficiency would

"y




I'FH'F-'. nearer the « when the Caribbean

territories could support full

.elf-gufficiency at the end of the

independence, But greater economic
day 1I|1|1|';- 3§ Ald now [0 promote 1t.

k. LE, lth our entry ifite tha Europsal Fconomic Community, it becomes
bosgible to make some arrangement whi h will enable the Commonwealth
EaribEsan countries to dispose of a rea ;onable proportion of their traditional

nroducts in their traditional markets and at the same time to diversify their

economies, this may ]i_“|-|11-1| our burden. But this 15 a fc'lil‘l],l’ distant pPros FI-L'E"_",

and for the present it seems unlikely that we ashall be able to réduce our direct

and indirect aid to any significant extent.

(& In the light of all this, the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary's

recommendations seem to be on the right lines. They are meant primarily

as general guidelines which will need to be elaborated 1in detail; and, if the

Committee give them general endorsement, they may wish to invite the

Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary and the other Ministers concerned

to consider how they may best be implemented in practice.

27th November, 1970
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Bermuda Talks: The Caribbean

In the course of the recent talks between the Prime AU
Minister and President Nixon in Bermuda the President said =
he hoped that the British Government would maintain in the e
Caribbean area an effective presence in both ecomomic and
political terms; that he was aware of the problem raised
for the Caribbean governments by the United States' reluctance '
to extend its scheme of generalised preferences for less e
developed countries to any country which would not agree to ﬁgﬁgi
phase out its own reverse preferences; but that the Caribbeamn = =
might be held to be in a different category from, for example,
the African countries and that if the British Government judged =
that reverse preferences were required in the case of the s
Caribbean, it should be possible to reach agreement on this

Lssue.

L b
LR

We have been considering how the helpful understanding Lo
which the Prime Minister reached with Mr. Nixon on this subject = '
can best be followed up. In the course of a separate discussion

between the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary and Mr. Rogers =
in Bermuda, it was agreed that more detailed talks between LT
representatives of the two Governments on problems of mutual
concern in the Caribbean should be arranged. The State
Department have subsequently proposed that a team should visit
London for this purpose in early February, and we have agreed 2 T 2
to this. The discussions (in which our side will be headed A
by Mr. Godber) will provide an opportunity to explore more fully | s
the present American attitude on Caribbean questions in general g5
and on the matters discussed between Mr, Heath and Mr. Nixon

in particular; and 5ir Alec Douglas-Home proposes to avait their
outcome before recommending the terms in which the subject can
best be pursued, whether by a letter from Mr. Heath to Mr. Nixon
or In some other way.

Meanwhile, you may like to have the enclosd memorandum e
which explains the lines which it is proposed to follow in the ?ﬂf
February talks. :

, : -t SN
ny more 'Anguillas on their behall,
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aribbean: ttitude of the United States

. e e——

he Americans are now reacting to warnings which have
been given to them from time to time over the last 18 months
by British Ministers and officials that a continued British
political and defence presence in the Caribbean 1is not
something that can be taken for granted indefinitely. (c.£.
conclusions of DOP (70) 11th meeting). They may assume

nowever that as a matter of policy an early and gener;_ll
withdrawal from our position in the area 1§ in prospect.

In fact our purpose has been to bring home €O them forcibly
that, as we see the situation, the political links binding
the Caribbean countries to Britain are certain to become
weaker as time poes on, whatever policy we adopt, so that, if
the future security of the area is to be preserved, the United
States will have to be prepared to accept an increasing degree

of responsibility there.

.l The Americans are of course aware that it is HMG's
declared policy not to delay independence for any dependencies
which want it. They also realise that the Assocliated States
can terminate their association with Britain unilaterally and
at any time, provided that certain conditions are met. They
are perhaps particularlydsturbed at the prospect of early
independence for the Bahamas, where they have important
defence facilities. On the other hand, they have not perhaps
so well understood that it is also HMG's policy not to force
independence upon dependencies which do not want it and which
may be too small and too poor to stand upon their own feet.

3. The Americans are understandably anxious that a collection

of mini-states, perhaps oriented towards Black Power or

Communism, should not come into existence in the Caribbean as a

result of a British withdrawal, with consequent political
instability in the area which could be exploited by Cuba and
other opponents of the United States. We can tell them that
in the East Caribbean we see little enrlg likelihood of such
a state of affairs coming about, although we recognise there
is a risk that Grenada may move towards independence shortly
and that some others might then follow. We shall have to add
that although we should like to see the formation of larger
political units in the area, the outlook at present is very
unpromising and we can do little if anything to improve it.
Our experience has shown that any overt encouragement we may
give in that direction is inclined to be counter-productive.
We should admit that we find this situation unsatisfacto
because associated status has not proved satisfactory in all
respects as a solution for the small islands, and we agree

with the Americans in disliking the prospect of a proliferation ﬂ;ti?fﬁ3ﬁﬁ¥

of mini-states.
/4.
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1 S (he Bahamas are to all intents and purposes internally

’ self-governing. Powers which in a normal dependency would be
exercised by the Governor are, in the Bahamas, delegated to the
local government. HMG's resultant position of responsibility
without power has frequently caused embarrassment during the
past three years, particularly over finance and immigration
matters. The present ruling party is committed to ask for
independence if they win a majority in the next election,

wnich is due to take place be%nre March 1973. In that event

it would be most unwise for us to attempt to delay independence.
Nor would it be in our interests to do soO.

S. We can therefore go some way towards allaying the Americans'
fear of a possibly proliferation of '"Black republics'" in the
Caribbean proper, but probably not in Grenada or the Bahamas.

At the same time we can urge upon the Americans that by

agreeing to admit the Caribbean countries to the G.P.5. scheme
wihout regard to reverse preferences given to FEC, they would
themselves make a contribution to the stability of the area

which they seek. fog el
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SECRET

Ref. A04233

PRIME MINISTER

Grenada
Pag b ub

(DOP(73) 40)

The Grenada Constitutional Conference took Phﬁ# (from 14th to
18th May) on the basis proposed by the Foreign and Commonwealth Secre -.-. ‘
in DOP(73) 36, i.e. that if it appeared that both the Grenada Governm

and the Opposition were prepared to agree upon a satisfactory constitu

and that there was a general consensus that Grenada should move to

independence, there might well be advantage in making a quick decisio i
favour of that course; but that, if it appeared either that the Government
pared to agree on a fully satisfactory " |

and the Opposition were not pre
renada's beco: :.

constitution or that there was such strong opposition to G

independent at this stage as to cast doubt on the wisdom of our g:ranﬂl

independence, the delegations would be told that we should have to con

the matter further and that our decision would be conveyed to the Gre

Delegations after their return 1o Grenada.

s The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary now reports thit,

substantial agreement was reached between the Government and Oppos

delegations on the terms of an acceptable constitution but that itEI t :"

stage of the Conference the Opposition said that they could not m:;ca;i&

an agreed constitution should emerge from the Conference and rﬁ‘.til €

the extensive strikes in Grenada as evidence of popular feeling agax -.'35.”._"

independence, Our decision was therefore reserved; but we ur le rte

convey our considered view to the two delegations as early as possibl
3. During the Conference Grenada was brought to a stands! i
Among those who passed re golutions against "independence hﬁ,'

itgelf alone and the manner in which it is sought" (the w«urh

1

Mr. Blaize, the leader of the Opposition Duliilﬂﬂn} .WII'-E»!,_1 b

Unions, the Chamber of Commerce and the E:nplu?arﬂ_:;;;" >
gignatures were obtained in support of a protest, _;:_':."::'..
Government representative at St. Vincent was sent m—‘-" i
on the spot assessment (we have no resident rnprggq nt
d this is attached to the memorandum as jmngxg
Commonwealth Secretary notes that there is evident -*.' _-".I'.
in Grenada against independence under Mr. Gairy,
may well play a larger role in this than the rﬂlim;

-]l=



el e

The Times leading article of 21st May suggested that 'the Opposition dﬁﬁl ﬂiﬁf
want independence under Mr, Gairy, much as Anguilla repudiated mdmﬁM#ﬁ
under My, Bradshaw!' ') But in the Foreign and Commonwealth EEEfﬁm'F!}'. AR Ao

view this minority is not large enough to invalidate Mr, Gairy's claim to 3,
speak for the majority of the electorate (which numbers 41, 000 in total), |

4, The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary takes the view, which is {
surely right, that our own interest is that Grenada should proceed to ity :
indepedence, He adds that there are signs that the role of the nfﬁciﬂ Tt:
Opposition in Grenada may before long be taken over by a newly fﬂ:‘rﬂ#& “' ;

Black Power organisation; and he suggests that it might be better thﬂfr
Myr. Gairy should have a free hand to keep such developments under o
in an independent Grenada than that we ourselves should run the risk QI" %
becoming involved in the task, He therefore seeks agreement that hﬂ_!‘-.'
at once inform the Grenada Government and Opposition that we are :
to terminate association by means of an Order in Council; to grant
independence; and to amend the existing constitution as necessary. ”E Li:ﬂ-;ﬂ;ﬂ,”

5

Ministers may wish to consider whether we should take a hﬁﬂti
to assess the situation before making a decision, The official whom w
to Grenada was a relatively junior officer; he paid his visitata tim&h
heightened passions; and he appears to have had only about a day in
to make his assessment. The fact is that we know very little a.'hi:ﬂlt th
situation. There are certainly Black Power elements at work;
are some of them in the Joint Endeavour for Welfare, Education
Liboration (JEWEL) which has sprung very rapidly into prumineﬂ;‘a.tf_':
probably true to say that we simply do not know to what extent t .
'u influential in the movement; but it seems premature to asuw :"-
will take over, Even if, as the Grenada Government suggested
ropresentative, the figure of 19, 000 signatures on the petition i‘tw

AR
quention, it seems clear that there was very considerable oppo:
e ""'"'L'- b

grant independence now, we may be faced with a renewal ¢ _t:: I.'_

e

Wi

(neluding the possibility of violence (which was not a fe-atu:&g'
lnpt woek); and, if that happens, we may be drawn in, Wh ner
or not.  Moreover, if we make a decision now, the Govei

vulnerable to criticism in Parliament on the ground

powder keg if we ignored it,

23rd May, 1973
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CONFIDENTIAL
i i A tﬂ*"

Foreign and Commonwealth Office .::;
London S.W.1 A

23 January, 1974

In your letter of 11 October 1973 you told John Curle 26E
that Her Majesty had agreed that She should be represented b
by Prince Richard of Gloucester, accompanied by Princess

Richard, at the celebrations in Grenada which will Decome

independent on 7 February 1974. St

As you know the internal situation in Grenada has
become tense. There have been violent clashes between
anti-Government demonstrators and the police which have
involved shooting and consequential casualties including

one death.

In these circumstances and in view of the continuing
possibility of disorder and violence, the Foreign and
Commonwealth Secretary after consultation with his culle&gu&ﬁ 3
regrets that he must advise Her Majesty that it would be S
unwise for TRH Prince and Princess Richard of Gloucester 3ﬂff'"

to go to Grenada. o A

l 3]

¥ S vae Ralpil. i

iy v,

You will remember that a similar situation arose in
Mauritius at the time of independence there in 1968. On
that occasion the constitutional instruments were handed e
over to the Prime Minister on Independence Day by the Gﬁﬁ“Ljfﬁ;‘
General. Sir Alec Douglas-Home thinks that the same prnaw‘“lr
should be followed in Grenada on 7 February. B

- . -
Ay i

: Certain problems arise over announcing the cancel_t
2 of TRH's visit. Sir Alec thinks it right that the Pren
E: the Hon. E. W. Gairy, should be informed bafnrehand*_w"

Lt. Col. The Rt. Hom.
gir Martin Charteris, KCB, KCVO, OBE,

Buckingham Palace.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Castries about this on a contingency basis and I will let

you have further advice about an announcement as soon as
possible.

I am sending a copy of this letter to Simon Bland, and
to Tom Bridges at No. 10,

; (A. A. Acland)

PS In case you want a rather fuller account of the
situation in Grenada, I enclose a Situation Report which

was prepared for the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary
recently,
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CONFIDENTIAL

GRENADA

The security situation in Grenada has deteriorated over the

o

last few weeks. The new JEWEL Movement (Joint Endeavour for

Welfare Education and Liberation) joined at times by an

organisation called '"the Committee of 22" consisting of

professional and business bodies and the churches, have been

behind strikes designed to force the Premier, Mr. Gairy, to resign.
7 On 3 January the Seamen's and Waterfront Workers Union went

on strike and since then there have been almost daily demonstrations.
On 11 January some members of one of these demonstrations called

for the Governor's resignation. She thereupon appealed over the

radio for support. This offended the Premier who called for her

resignation. She has now resigned.

3 On 20 January the Technical and Allied Workers Union, who

control the public utilities, voted to join the strike. Although ﬁ

i 1"1:&1!:

demonstrations had hitherto been peaceful, there was some violence :i:§;
‘l_'.’l"'

At a meeting held by the Premler that afternoon. The Premier

thereupon recalled the much disliked, and feared, unofficial f¢;¥3f
v

police aides. On 21 January there were some casualties inﬂluding

the father of one of the leaders of the new JEWEL Movement, whn

L]

was killed.

{

4. The Premier has always enjoyed wide support in the uawna ey

TH
outside the capital, but the recent strikes, demanstratinniw nd

CONFIDENTIAL




outbreaks of violence have caused attitudes om the Government and

opposition sides to harden and has caused the influence of

moderates to wane.

>4 The Premier is anxious to do all he can to allow independence

celebrations on 7 February to be held in reasonably calm

circumstances but in the present atmosphere there remains a

distinct possibility of increasing disorder and even serious

violence which may develop from either an unplanned incident or

from the deliberate tactics of the New Jewel Movement. The

Premier may succeed in maintaining reasonable public order but

he will have to act astutely to avoid any major disturbances

during the period leading up to independence.

6. As a precautionary measure, a frigate, HMS Bacchante, is

f being ordered from Curacao to Trinidad (5 hours steaming from

Crenada) to refuel and may be:moved nearer to Grenada.

CONFIDENTIAL
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TO THMEDVATE CASTRIES TEL NO 45 OF 25 JANUARY WY ‘HFQ FHﬂEI}IﬁTE
ola. VINCE HT ROUTINE PORT OF SPAIN.

GRENADA

WRATEFUL FOR YOUR COMMENTS AS TO THE MOTIVES WHICH ARE iHSPlRIfﬂ?TJT‘
THE PRESENT WAVE OF UNREST OTHER THAN THE OBYIOUS ONE OF F&ﬁg
GAIRY OUT OF POWER, IS5 THE OBJECT TO DELAY INDEPENDENGE ER

PERHAPS TO GET THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND TROOPS |HVOLVEﬁ
RESTORING LAW AND ORDER?

L
H'l .'

k )"' i:.r.
GRATEFUL ALS0 FOR YOUR BEST ESTIMATE OF UK HELUHGEm k&-

iELaIJJLHLE AND IN TRANSIT WHO WOULD BE INVOLVED I|F |T

o 'J}'

i
. 8

WHO MIGHT ALSO NEED TO BE HELPE:.U OUT.

DOUGLAS=HOME

FILES hDDITIOHALﬂDimﬁﬁHﬂﬁE
CARIBBEAN D DISTWE ol
P3/TORD BAILNIEL |

MR HANKEY
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PRIME MINISTER

Grenada: Pol '|r1}r on Intervention by HM ¥

(DOP(7L) 12)

The internal situation in Grenada 1s bad, e cannot exclude the
possibility that the Prime Minister, Mr. Gairy, will 1088 of'fective control,
Bven if he remains in office the country may experience & broakdown of law
and order, Unless we have an Act of Parliament revoking the Grenada
(Termination of Association) Order 1973, Grenada will become independent on

7th February, whatever the internal situation may be.

2, The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary seeks agreement on two pointas

(2) we mey have to intervene to evacuate United Kingdom belongers and

possibly the Governor;

(b) we should refuse any request from Mr, Gairy for British forces to aid ' t;.;-'.;
. 8 fhag
the civil power to restore and maintain law and order, -Z-‘" 5. j"{
But he also notes that if there is a breakdown of Government we will be fmaﬁ. r‘ {‘;?;
o s L

i

with a very difficult decision whether to intervene, and observes that this 1is

L=

ﬁf
.« decision which can be taken only in the light of circumstances =t The time,

j_ As I‘Hr;ﬂl"dﬂ [:;1) above, we mupt 1:.].:'”1['.13‘ be in a I}Dﬂ'lt-lﬂn to evacuate

United Kingdom belongers if they are in danger, whether this danger m

You may wish to geek conf'irmnat

before or after independence,
ylang for evacuation are ready, The airf'leld might not h

amergenc)

svailable and the evacuation would probably have to be carried nwﬂ

_‘.._r '..'.r_.
[f 1t happened before independence and the Govemor wﬁ. ‘;f
e

vaspels,
we should prh:-n,unu'h'ly apreoe to take him too; but after m y
be & Governor General, and 1t may be more quostionable M-
him to abandon the country. But what would ba our poliey & .
Grenadans |:H'|1 Lluding pwhupn Mr, Galry or h}ldl.nﬂ mm w
who sought refuge with us? It would be lmportant to 'b]v @
.,_ li:_-‘_'_.'
5,

%=
1_-

i'h

for use in Parliament, and olgowhere, making it cleap %

1
A "r

1imited to the rescus oi ' Unlited Kingdom belongers ﬂlﬁr L.I

intervention in the internal affasirs of Grenada, '.'.t*. P
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office should have & stabs 1 P

a1

cleared with you. (This is on the agsumption that ﬁ;} M

not intervene in & more general way, )

-



by As regards (b), the Foreign and Commonwealth Secrefiary is surely right
in recommending that we should not intervene in response to an &ppﬂﬁl f'rom

Mr, Galry to help him remain in power,

5, As regarda the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary's octher point, you
may conslder that, with independence only a week AWENS and the possibility
that & deoision on intervention might have to be taken atsvery short notice,
Ministers should consider now whether there are &y circumstances in which |
intervention should be contemplated, other than to resScue United Kingdom

belongers, Tf we intervened it is difficult to see how we could avoid a

peturn to direct or Colonial rule, or to predict how lomg THiS might have

to last. It is only too likely that sooner rather than later we would be

faced with trouble from both sides in Grenada. There would be some domestic |

oriticism if Grenada fell into chaos and we failed to intervene; but there

swould be international (and particularly Caribbean) criticism if we were to

do so. Ministers may consider that an overriding consideration would be

that it could hardly be to our interests to accept the expensive and

thankless task of trying to run a country of 100,000 people where the

ternal antagonisms are unlikely fto vanish,

various personal and political in
it would point to taking a firm decision

[f that should be the conclusion
now not to postpone the date of independence (an act which might well nmr
no matter how 1-! i

ug in practice to intervention): and not to intervene,

geriously the internal situation worsens.

6. [f, honever, Ministers consider that we should be prepared tc int

ool to take Lmmediate steps to ensure that we would have
T oTrCe ALt our 11_], éﬁﬂ'lhll [I.f].i thn nﬂpﬂ‘ﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂ' ﬂdmil'llﬂtr‘ﬂ.‘ti‘\fﬂ hnﬂk— m o ;I IIE-.
smem advisable to legislate to postpone imitp

casa 1t would AlLBO
"1.

golng in, and in practice that would probably mean lugialltm;
vary beginning of' next week. Tnterventlion mar G-mﬂﬁ,.

i |.._- 4 ﬁ-'-“

|.r_'|

presumably be out of the queaation, ;,._
.. I'._.ll_

W

it th

indepndent would

"..-*.J Lth January ].‘!'L‘!I
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office  ,

London S.W.1

| February 1974

GRENADA: POLICY ON INTERVENTION BY HM FORCES

At the meeting of the Defence and Oversea Policy Committee
on 30 January, Lord Balniel was invited to prepare a statement
for use in case HM Forces had to intervene to evacuate "United
Kingdom belongers" from Grenada (DOP (74) 4th meeting). 1

enclose a draft statement which has been approved by the
Minister of State, subject to any comments his colleagues

may have.

It is hoped that there would be sufficient notice of
any deterioration to enable us to advise those British panple

who wish to leave to do so by commercial transport at an g
But we cannot be sure that this will be pusaihlau_;f{;

.|_.rl
e

early stage.

fﬁ

It may of course be necessary to amend the statement tﬂ1
take account of the precise circumstances at the time.

[

since the situation at vhich the statement is diraﬂt
could conceivably arise at any time between now and ?'FQ-WH
when Grenada becomes independent, 1 ghould be gra.taful £
comments could be conveyed as soon as posgible and in |

event by 6.00 pm on Monday, 4 February.

Private Secreta:
Lord Balniel

Private Secretary to
Secretary of State for Defence

Ministry of Defence
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copies to:

Lord Bridges ufﬂr

Private Secretary to
Home Secretary

Private Secretary to
Lord President of the Council

Private Secretary to &
1 Paymaster General ‘1

a Private Secretary to
| Attorney General

Private Secretary to i
Lady Tweedsmuir R
Mr HF T Smith, Cabinet Office n
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Draft Parliamentary statement | Slon r
' S uﬁhfé'f St

I regret to have to inform the House that the aﬁm:ritjr
situation in Grenada, which has been a matter of concern ftﬂ' *-= :
some days, has deteriorated /In the last twenty four huurg?"
to the extent that members of the British community are in

imminent danger.

As Grenada is an Associated State, the Government r}f

Grenada is fully responsible for all internal affairs = =
including law and order, control of the police and the
protection of persons in the State. It now appears fruﬂ
reports I/my right honourable Friend have/has received from ;::_:_:
the British Government Representative that the Gnvernm&l;ﬂ; i g

no longer capable of exercising that responsibility.

a.qﬁ-‘, 0L i L W .ﬁ'-.l-“".‘_.“";“

—
L s B ]

/Paragmph on current situation, including asse ment 5
ihe state of the police, law and order, cnnlxmmz.uati"--’-‘"'
the size (at present about 140) and position of 'l:h%

community./

-------

"".‘.I" .h} -.:I| ]

with the Premier, Mr Galry, who has agraad to our prope
action.7 T A ST

/In this grave situation ve have been iﬁu 3 £

1V Forces have therefore been nrﬂ.a‘f

n.,.,

/Paragraph on movements of Hil ships

'."l
l‘r

They have been authori ged to land
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Marine personnel as necessary for the strictly Llmited pUrpose

of protecting and evacuatine members of the British communi ty
who wish to leave the country. Our forces may alSo SSSTSTE
similarly /The Governor of Grensda and/ nationals of other
countries whose governments have requested our 2sSiStance.

I must emphasise to the House that the role of our FOrees is
limited to this task. They have precise orders not t0 DECORE
involved in the general problem of maintaining or reéStoring
law and order in the state; this is the responsibility of &0
Grenada authorities.
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