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Syrian tanks crossed the Jordan frontier on 19 September 1970. During the crisis King 
Hussein appealed to the US and UK for air strikes against Syrian forces who were 
supporting the Fedayeen. Hussein also received funds from Saudis. 

 

FCO 17 / 1067 

FCO, 'Country assessment sheet: Jordan', 1 September 1970 

UK objectives in Jordan are “(1) to assist Jordan to reach a permanent peace 
settlement with Israel since such a settlement would (a) be a major contribution to 
world pace; (b) hinder the spread of Soviet influence in the Middle East; and (c)  
strengthen the position of moderate and pro-Western leaders in the Arab world. (2) 
to assist King Hussein to strengthen his position as the leader of Jordan since (a) he 
seems the leader the most likely to contribute to [above objective]; (b) he is a 
moderate and pro-Western Arab leader whose stabilising influence contributes t the 
stability of the remaining pro-Western regimes in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf”. 

British embassy, Kuwait to Arabian department, FCO, 5 October 1970 

“We… enclose a translation of the letter which refers to an alleged British grant of 
KD300,000 for subversion in Syria”. File contains a report that appeared in As-Siyasa 
newspaper in Kuwait in September 1970, a translation of which is here of a fax from 
the Jordanian minister of foreign affairs to the Jordan embassy in London, and is dated 
4 October 1967. The fax says that King Hussein is directing the embassy to “carry out 
urgent contacts with the British authorities regarding the grant to Jordan of a sum of 
300 thousand dinars in order to coordinate the military cooperation with the 
Lebanese authorities for encouraging the Syrian officers to expedite their armed 
revolution against the Baathist rule in Syria”.  
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Record of a meeting at the FCO, 26 October 1970, 'The political future of 
Jordan and Anglo-Jordanian relations' 

Hussein’s position is stronger after the defeat of the Fedayeen. The US had provided 
large quantities of ammunition. Casualties in September were 2,400 dead, including 
410 soldiers. “It was agreed that our best policy would be to continue to give help 
and support to King Hussein but inconspicuously and without irrevocable 
commitment”. 

Billy McLean to Alec Douglas-Home, Foreign Secretary, 3 November 1970 

At the end of October 1970 Billy Mclean was in Jordan as a guest of Hussein and 
travelled around with Prince Hassan. Mclean says Hussein said the recent success had 
strengthened his position, he had defeated the Syrians and the Iraqis were 
withdrawing. The King said that “there would not be peace in Jordan or the area until 
there were decent governments in Baghdad and Damascus. Nasser's death had 
created a vacuum in the Middle East, and Jordan with British and American help 
could play a constructive part in bringing to power reasonable governments in both 
Iraq and Syria”. 

Anthony Kershaw, PUS, FCO to Col.W.McLean [Billy], 6 November 1970 

'It is certainly important to us that King Hussein should be aware of our efforts to 
sustain Jordan'. 

Joseph Godber, Foreign Minister to Foreign Secretary, 10 November 1970 

“We felt that we had given all reasonable help to him” [King Hussein, during the 1970 
crisis] 

FCO 17 / 1075 

S.Egerton, Near Eastern department, FCO to Private Secretary, 3 November 
1970 

“In response to Jordanian pleas and a monumental 'shopping list' we flew out in 
early October two RAF Hercules plane-loads of ammunition of types specifically 
requested, ie, 25-pounder shells and Saladin (76 mm) ammunition”. 
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FCO 17/ 1427 

MoD paper, 'Training of Jordanian special forces in Jordan by SAS', March 
1971 

In March 70 the Jordanian government asked the UK for help “with a number of 
projects concerned with internal security”. Subsequently, the MoD agreed to provide 
SAS training at Hereford and a course was conducted in 1970. “Vehicle escort, close 
escort, VIP security and anti-ambush drills were among the skills taught and it was 
reported that King Hussein was delighted with the results to the extent that the SAS-
trained bodyguard was considered to be responsible for the King's continued 
existence”. In January 1971 Hussein asked for further SAS training. 

P.Laver, Near Eastern department, FCO to Mr Evans, 3 March 71 

“It is very much in our interests to help King Hussein to preserve his regime from 
subversion. Despite recent successes against the Palestinian guerilla movement, the 
latter are not yet a spent force... they may continue to try to overthrow the regime... 
There is of course some risk that the fact that British personnel were helping to 
train the Jordanian special forces in counter-insurgency might become publicly 
known...” Recommends training. 

J.Champion, Brit embassy Amman to R.Evans, FCO, 21 September 1971 

A training team in Jordan has been visited by Major de la Billiere, second in command 
of 22 SAS. King Hussein has offered training facilities in Jordan for the SAS. 

P.Laver, Near Eastern department, FCO to Mr Pooley, Defence Department, 26 
October 1971 

An SAS team recently spent two months in Jordan training the Jordanian army. 

 


