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In April 1957 the Nabulsi government was dismissed, a curfew and martial law were 
put in place and a new monarchist, right-wing and pro-Western government imposed. 
King Hussein claimed there was conspiracy to overthrow the monarchy.  

FO 371 / 127878 

Heath Mason, Embassy, Amman to Michael Hadow, Levant Department, 
Foreign Office, 23 January 1957 

“One of the more disturbing developments in the political scene in Jordan recently 
has been the increased activity of the extreme Muslim groups – the Muslim 
Brotherhood and the Tahriri (or Independence) Party”. First signs were pamphlets 
distributed last December in violent terms on subjects like the Gaza strip. This 
reinforced by appearance of the official organ of the Muslim Brotherhood the Al Kifah 
al Islami (the Islamic Struggle). “Two items in the latest number show that it will 
probably have two targets – ourselves and the Christians of Jordan”. 

Handwritten on the cover of this file is a scribble by an illegible author: “Extremists of 
both wings have been strengthened as a result of the October elections: neither 
development bodes well for what remains of British influence in Jordan”.  

Charles Johnston, Ambassador, Amman to Foreign Office, 15 February 1957 

“The Jordanian Moslem Brotherhood organisation is led by a group of parochially-
minded local fanatics and its following is mostly illiterate. The party has few seats in 
parliament but carries comparatively little weight politically as it is opposed to the 
powerful left-wing parties”. Its weekly organ – Kifah al Islami – attacks communism, 
Christians, Americans and ourselves. “In its issue of February 8 the paper published 
detailed allegations on the misuse of the subsidy, seeking to prove that most of it 
returned to the British Treasury”. 
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Selwyn Lloyd, Foreign Secretary to Baghdad embassy, 15 April 1957 

“It is obviously to our interest to sustain King Hussein against the Syro-Egyptian 
[sic] plot. Politically, the best means of help is strong and clear support for him from 
Saudi Arabia and Iraq... We could send in from Cyprus some Venoms at short notice, 
though of course we could not contemplate any intervention unless requested by 
King Hussein”. 

FO 371 / 127880 

Foreign Office note, 'The situation in Jordan', 26 April 1957 

“The present crisis in Jordan arises from a head-on clash between King Hussein and 
left-wing elements in Jordan who wish to align their country closely with Syria and 
Egypt, eventually joining with them in some form of federal union. Matters came to a 
head when, after a series of disagreements, the King dismissed Nabulsi's left-wing 
government on April 10. An opposition coup within the Jordan Arab army on April 
13 was foiled by the King's personal intervention. As a result, many of the leaders 
(including Major-General Ali Abu Nuwar, the Chief of the General Staff) were 
dismissed and fled to Syria”. On April 25 Hussein appointed Ibrahim Hashem to head 
“government composed of loyal, moderate or right wing ministers who owe their 
allegiance to no political party… Meanwhile King Hussein has taken strong measures 
including the banning of all political parties, the introduction of martial law, the 
imposition of curfews.” The King's future depends on the army and his second major 
support is King Saud and the Iraqis. “We have received no specific request for help 
from King Hussein; and in view of our past association with Jordan any overt 
intervention by us would almost certainly prejudice his position”. 

Foreign Office minute, illegible, 29 April 1957 

Martial law is in place, and power is firmly in the hands of the King and the old guard 
supported by the army. Saudi troops have reinforced Jordanian military units and 
police in Nablus and Ramallah. The US has publicly declared support for Jordanian 
territorial integrity and the sixth fleet sent into the Eastern Mediterranean. 

Johnston to Foreign Office, 6 May 1957 

3,000 Saudi troops are in the Jordan valley, another 3,000 are in the Aqaba area and 
an Iraqi division is in Iraq.  

Johnston to Selwyn Lloyd, 14 May 1957 

Long dispatch on events after 10 April. “On his side the King had on April 12th 
received messages from King Feisal [sic] and King Saud promising him unqualified 
support. The Muslim Brotherhood remained faithful to His Majesty. Bedouin leaders 
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assured King Hussein of their loyalty.” Hussein's actions have been strongly supported 
by the UK. 

 

FO 371 / 127882 

Johnston to Selwyn Lloyd, 6 November 1957 

It is now six months since the establishment of the present regime. “The regime is 
frankly authoritarian. It continues to depend for its main support on the army and to 
rule by martial law. It is not popular in the country and the most that can be said for 
it is that it has so far encountered a general mood of grumbling acquiescence”. But 
the present government does have a “laudably pro-Western outlook”. The real power 
is with Hussein. 

 


